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AMERICAN HISTORY AND CIVICS INSTRUCTION 
IN CALIFORNIA HIGH SCHOOLS 


LAWRENCE B. WHITE, Assistant Chief, Division of Secondary Education 


This report deals with two phases of the state-required instruction 
in American history and civics in California high schools: (1) the length 
of required courses in the various schools; and (2) the textbooks used in 
these courses. 

Data for this study were derived from a questionnaire directed to 
the day four-year and senior high schools of the state by the Division of 
Secondary Education of the California State Department of Education 
in the fall of 1945. Returns were received from 405 of the total of 436 
schools.1_ The schools were classified on the basis of day-school enrollment 
as large (with more than 1,000), medium size (300 to 1,000), or small 
(less than 300). The number and percentage of schools in each group 
was as follows: large, 107 (26 per cent) ; medium-size, 128 (32 per cent) ; 
small, 170 (42 per cent). 


LENGTH OF REQUIRED COURSE 


All of the high schools in California require at least two semesters 
(one full year) of instruction in American history and civics and one- 
third of the schools require more than this legal minimum. Of the 405 
schools reporting in this study, 66 per cent require two semesters, 24 per 
cent require three semesters, and 10 per cent require four semesters of 
instruction in American history and civies. In all cases this instruction 
is given in the eleventh or twelfth grades or in both. 

The length of the required course in United States history and civics 
was found not to be closely related to the size of school. A course of more 
than two semesters is required in 34 per cent of all schools ; by size groups, 
in 32 per cent of large schools, in 40 per cent of medium-size schools, and 
in 31 per cent of small schools. A four-semester course, however, is 
required in a larger proportion of medium-size and small schools than of 
large schools. The four-semester course is required by 10 per cent of all 
schools, but in only 1 per cent of large schools as compared with 13 per 
cent of medium-size schools and 14 per cent of small schools. 

It should be noted that this study deals only with instruction in 
American history and civics and does not include information about other 
social studies courses such as Senior Problems, International Relations, 


17This total includes 5 four-year junior colleges and excludes 5 high schools not 
maintaining the eleventh and twelfth grades. 
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California History, ete., which are offered, or required, in most high 
schools. 


TEXTBOOKS USED IN REQUIRED COURSES 


This report deals with basic textbooks used for courses in United 
States history and civics and does not include supplementary books and 
reference books. The attention given to textbooks, as the chief tool for 
instruction, should not be construed to detract from the importance of 
the many supplementary materials of instruction that are intensively 
used in high school throughout the state in teaching United States history 
and civics. The textbook, however, occupies a central position among all 
teaching material, and deserves detailed study. 


Number of Different Textbooks Used by Individual Schools. Of the 
405 schools participating in this study, 99 (24 per cent) reported only 
one textbook for the study of American history and civics, 190 (47 per 
cent) reported two texts, 48 (12 per cent) reported three, 19 (5 per cent) 
reported four ; and 49 (12 per cent) reported using five or more books as 
textbooks. In this last category are 43 schools in a single large city sys- 
tem which reported as a unit for all of the schools the use of seven text- 
books, although not all seven are used as textbooks in each of the 43 
high schools. 

The number and percentage of schools using different numbers of 
textbooks for instruction in United States history and civics, and the 
number and percentage of large, medium-size, and small schools in each 
group are shown below: 

One textbook: 99 schools (24 per cent) 
Large, 14 schools (14 per cent) ; medium-size, 32 schools (32 per 
cent) ; small, 53 schools (54 per cent) 

Two textbooks: 190 schools (47 per cent) 
Large, 28 schools (15 per cent) ; medium-size, 66 schools (35 per 
cent) ; small, 96 schools (50 per cent) 

Three textbooks : 48 schools (12 per cent) 
Large, 15 schools (31 per cent) ; medium-size, 17 schools (35 per 
cent) ; small, 16 schools (34 per cent) 

Four textbooks: 19 schools (5 per cent) 

Large, 10 schools (55 per cent) ; medium-size, 8 schools (42 per 

cent) ; small, 1 school (3 per cent) 

Five or more textbooks: 49 schools (12 per cent) 

Large, 40 schools (82 per cent); medium-size, 5 schools (10 per 

cent) ; small, 4 schools (8 per cent) 


The use of several textbooks is more prevalent in the larger schools 
than in the other two groups. Although 26 per cent of the 405 schools 
included in this study are classified as large schools, only 14 per cent of 
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the schools reporting one textbook and only 15 per cent of the schools 
reporting two textbooks are large schools ; but 31 per cent of those report- 
ing three textbooks, 55 per cent of those reporting four textbooks, and 
82 per cent of those reporting five or more textbooks are large schools. 
Conversely, smaller schools report fewer textbooks. 

From the fact that 71 per cent of the schools reported not more than 
two textbooks, and that 88 per cent reported not more than four, it is 
justifiable to conclude that a study of the various textbooks used con- 
stitutes an examination of the actual foundation of the program of 
instruction in American history and civics in California high schools. 


Textbooks Used. Sixty-two different books are used as textbooks 
for instruction in American history and civics in the high schools of 
California. The titles of these books, the total number and per cent of 
high schools using each book, and the number of large, medium-size, and 
small high schools using each book are presented in the table that follows. 

An analysis of reports from the high schools reveals an almost total 
absence of agreement in choice of textbooks. Only one book is used as 
a text in as many as half of the schools, Magruder’s American Govern- 
ment being reported by 53 per cent. The next highest choice of a text is 
The United States in the Making, by Canfield and Wilder, which is used 
by 71 schools (18 per cent). It was necessary to list two groups of books 
as a single unit in this report because of inaccurate reporting of titles. 
Thus, 35 per cent of the schools are using one or another of three books 
by Muzzey—American History, A History of Our Country, and History 
of the American People—and 20 per cent of the schools are using as text- 
books either The Building of Our Nation by Barker, Commanger and 
Webb, or Our Nation by Barker and Commanger. 

Each of six books are used by from 10 to 14 per cent of the schools: 
Keohane, Keohane and McGoldrick, Government in Action, by 14 per 
cent; Wirth, Development of America, by 14 per cent; Adams and Van- 
nest, The Record of America, by 13 per cent; Casner and Gabriel, The 
Rise of American Democracy, by 11 per cent; Commanger and Nevin, 
The Heritage of America (11 per cent) ; and Harlow, The Story of Amer- 
ica, by 10 per cent. It is interesting to note that in the case of two of 
these books the frequency of use occurs because they are reported by one 
large city district. 

Even though one book was used as a text by 53 per cent of the schools, 
disagreement rather than agreement in choice is the rule. Each of 
fourteen books was reported as a textbook by only 1 per cent to 5 per cent 
of the schools. Of these books, 31 per cent are used by large schools, 35 
per cent by medium-size schools, and 39 per cent by small schools. Fur- 
thermore, each of thirty-five books (56 per cent of the sixty-two books 
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TEXTBOOKS IN UNITED STATES HISTORY AND IN CIVICS USED IN CALIFORNIA 
HIGH SCHOOLS, AND NUMBER OF SCHOOLS, BY SIZE GROUPS, AND 
PERCENTAGE OF SCHOOLS USING EACH BOOK 


Book! 


Number of schools using 


Large 


Medium 


Small 


Total 


Percentage of 
total number of 
schools 
using 


MaGrRupER, FRANK ABBOTT, American 
Government, Boston: Allyn and Bacon-_ 
Muzzey, Davin SAvILLe, An American) 
History, Boston: Ginn and Company- 
Muzzey, Davin SAVILLE, A History of 
Our Country, Boston: Ginn and Com- 
STL RRR ei ES ATW th sti ets ie 
Mouzzery, Davip SaviL_e, History of the 
American People, Boston: Ginn and 
CO AS aS SSR TE Ey Seen 
BarRKER, EvuGene C.; CoMMANGER, 
Henry STEELE; and WeBB,; WALTER 
P., The Building of Our Nation, Evan- 
ston: Row, Peterson and Company- -} 
BARKER, EUGENE C., and COMMANGER, 
Henry STEELE, Our Nation, Evan- 
ston: Row, Peterson and Company. -} 
CANFIELD, Leon H., and WILp=R, 
Howakrp B., The United States in the 
Making, Boston: Houghton Mifflin 
OTC ae RE tec ROE 
KeEeoHwANE, Rospert E.; KEOHANE, 
Mary Pieters; and McGo.pricx, 
JoserpH D., Government in Action, 
New York: Harcourt, Brace and 
1 CEL AE 9 ede ty a ahaa ts Be yea 
WirtH, Fremont P., The Development 
of America, Chicago: American Book 
SSORIDRAY, on es ce te 
ADAMS, JAMES TRUSLOW, and VANNEST, 
CuHarRLes GarrReETT, The Record of 
America, New York: Charles Scrib- 


CasnerR, Maset B., and GasRIEL, 
Raupyu Henry, The Rise of American 
Democracy, New York: Harcourt, 
Brace and Company----..-.-.-.----- 

ComMANGER, HENRY STEELE, and 
Nevins, Autuan, The Heritage of 
America, Boston: Little, Brown and 
COTSEEL CY NOR OT viet tee AA 

Haritow, Rarpn VatLney, Story of 
America, New York: Henry Holt and 
CETTE a Rie nips oe ne ES 

FAULKNER, HaRoLD UNDERWOOD, and 
Kepner, TYLER, America: Its History 
and People, New York: Harper and 
ETS TEE Na le gare aie ae SRS 

Brarp, Cuares A.,and Bearp, Mary 
R., The Making of American Civiliza- 
tion, New York: The Macmillan Com- 
ROMNIY ine eee oN eg ee 

YARBROUGH, WILLIAM HENRY; BRUNER, 
CLARENCE VERNON; and Hancox, 
HERBERT FRENCH, A History of the 
United States for High Schools, Chi- 
cago: Laidlaw Brothers__......------ 


75 


21 


43 


49 


37 


22 


37 


35 


35 


14 


13 


2 


66 


44 


17 


13 


11 


23 


10 


20 


6 


74 


77 


20 


12 


10 


6 


215 


142 


80 


71 


57 


57 


54 


44 


43 


41 


23 


16 


14 


53 


35 


20 


18 


14 


14 


13 


11 


11 


10 


1 Inasmuch as several editions of many books in this list are used, no date of publication is given here. 
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TEXTBOOKS IN UNITED STATES HISTORY AND IN CIVICS USED IN CALIFORNIA 
HIGH SCHOOLS, AND NUMBER OF SCHOOLS, BY SIZE GROUPS, AND 
PERCENTAGE OF SCHOOLS USING EACH BOOK—Continued 


Book: 


Number of schools using 


Large 


Medium 


Small 


Total 


Percentage of 
total number of 
schools 
using 


Hamm, WIiti1aM H., The American Peo- 
Cath Boston: D. C. Heath and Com- 
Maan GLenn W., Story of Our Land 
and People, New York: Henry Holt 
and Commany. .. ....- << 3. cocscccecu 
West, Rutu, and West, WILLIS Ma- 
son, The Story of Our Country, Bos- 
ton: Allyn and Bacon. -_------------ 
FAULENER, HaroLtp UNDERWOOD; KEp- 
NER, TYLER; and BarTuLett, HALL, 
The American Way of Life, New York: 
Harper and Brothers.-...----------- 
Gavin, Rutu Woop, and Hamm, WIL- 
LIAM H., The American Story, Boston: 
D. C. Heath and Company- --------- 
Hoveuton, NEAL Doy ie, Realities of 
American Government, New York: 
The Macmillan Company as Sten crrenetacs 
KinaGer, Horace, Problems of American 
ne Boston: Ginn and Com- 
Melieun. Epna, and Portwoop, 
Tuomas B., The Rise of Our Free Na- 
tion, New York: The Macmillan Com- 
Wiss 5 rs es ene ae ee aes arate 
CarRMAN, Harry J.; KIMMEL, WILLIAM 
G.; and WALKER, MaBELG.., Historic 
Currents in Changing America, Phila- 
delphia: The John C. Winston Com- 
OEE ER ee eer 
GARNER, JAMES WILFORD, and CaPEN, 
LovisE Irvina, Our Government, Chi- 
cago: American Book Company Sas 
Hugues, R.O., Today’s Problems, Bos- 
ton: Allyn and Bacon. ---..--------- 
Fiso, Cart Rvussetzt, and WILSON, 
Howarp E., History of the United 
States, Chicago: American Book Com- 


y 
Huaues, R. O., The Making of Our 
United States, Boston: Allyn and 


Huaues, R. O., Problems of American 
Democracy, Boston: Allyn and Bacon_- 
Lawson, F. MEtvyn, and Lawson, 
Verna Kopxa, Our America Today 
and Yesterday, Boston: D. C. Heath 
And Company..-.------------------- 
O’Rourgkg, L. J., Your Government To- 
y and Tomorrow, Boston: D. C. 
Heath and Company. -.--.----.----- 
Parterson, S. Howarp; Littte, A. W. 
SELWYN; ‘and Burcu, Henry REED, 
Problems in American Democracy, 
New York: The Macmillan Company-_ 


2 


1 


1 


13 


12 


4° 


4 


1 Inasmuch as several editions of many books in this list are used, no date of publication is given here. 


* Less,than 1 per cent. 
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TEXTBOOKS IN UNITED STATES HISTORY AND IN CIVICS USED IN CALIFORNIA 
HIGH SCHOOLS, AND NUMBER OF SCHOOLS, BY SIZE GROUPS, AND 
PERCENTAGE OF SCHOOLS USING EACH BOOK—Continued 


Book: 


Number of schools using 


Large 


Small 


BEARD, CHARLES AusTIN, History of the 
United States, New York: The Mac- 
maillan Company... 2-2 ccc 5 

GREENAN, JOHN T., and MEREDITH, 
ALBERT B., Everyday Problems of 
American Democracy, Boston: Hough- 
ton Mifflin Company--------------- 

KINNEMAN, JOHN A.; BROWNE, RICHARD 
G.; and Ettwoop, Rosert §S., The 
American Citizen, New York: Harper 
BRUUSNGUROIS soo ee. 

Maaruper, Frank Assott, National 
Governments and International Rela- 
tions, Boston: Allyn and Bacon------- 

O’RowrkgE, L. J., Our Democracy and Its 
Problems, Boston: D. C. Heath and 
COSTS A ete eo ee Es eee. 

STEINBERG, SAMUEL, and Lamm, Lv- 
CIAN, Our Changing Government, Phila- 
delphia: J. B. Lippincott Company--_-_- 

VANNEST, CHARLES GARRETT, and 
Smitu, Henry Lester, Socialized 
History of the United States, New 
York: Charles Scribner’s Sons_-_---_- 

WALKER, Epwarp EVERETT; BEACH, 
WALTER GREENWOOD; and JAMISON, 
Ot1s GLEN, American Democracy and 
Social Change, New York: Charles 
SerianeN SsOne.- oe oe ek 

WALKER, Epwarp EVERETT; BEAcuH, 
WALTER GREENWOOD; and JAMISON, 
Ot1s GLEN, Government of the United 
a New York: Charles Scribner’s 

CTE enn aie een Lol aaa aie 

Gosiin, RyLtitis ALEXANDER; GOSLIN, 
Omar PancoastT; and SToREN, HELEN 
FRANCES, American Democracy Today 
and Tomorrow, New York: Harcourt 
Brace and Company. .--..---.------- 

Lanois, Pauu H., and Lanpis, JuDsON 
T., Social Living: Principles and Prob- 
lems in Introductory Sociology, Bos- 
ton: Ginn and Company--_-_-_---_-___-_ 

O’RourkKgE, L. J., You and Your Com- 
munity, Boston: D. C. Heath and 
CUTER OA aS ES RES hi Sn RE 

ARNOLD, JOSEPH IRVIN, and Banks, 
Dorotuy J., Building Our Life To- 
gether, Evanston: Row, Peterson and 
LE EES EE SEEN ED AE Se 

ARNOLD, JosePH Irvin, Challenges to 
American Youth, Evanston: Row, Pet- 
erson and Company--_-_--._..------- 

CasNER, Mase. B., and GaBRIEL, 
Raupxo H., The Story of American 
Democracy, New York: Harcourt, 
Brace and Company. -____---------- 


1 Inasmuch as several editions of many books in this list are used, no date of publication is given here. 
* Less than 1 per cent. 
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TEXTBOOKS IN UNITED STATES HISTORY AND IN CIVICS USED IN CALIFORNIA 
HIGH SCHOOLS, AND NUMBER OF SCHOOLS, BY SIZE GROUPS, AND 
PERCENTAGE OF SCHOOLS USING EACH BOOK—Continued 


Number of schools using Percentage of 
Book total number of 
schools 
Large | Medium | Small | Total using 


EDMONSON, JAMES B., and DonDINEAU, ‘ 
ARTHUR, Civics in American Life, 
New York: The Macmillan Company-| _- a2 1 1 * 

GoopMAN, KENNARD E., and Moore, 
WituraM L., Economics in Everyday 
Life, Boston: Ginn and Company----| —_- 1 — 1 * 

Hamm, Wi.u1aAmM A.; BourNE, HENRY 
ELDRIDGE; and BENTON, ELBERT Jay, 
A Unit History of the United States, 


Boston: D.C. Heath and Company_-_-| _- a 1 1 ‘ # 
Huaues, R. O., Good Citizenship, Bos- 
ton: Allyn and Bacon-_~.--.---------- a 2 oe 1 * 


JOHNSON, STANLEY, and ALEXANDER, 
Wituram M., Citizenship, Boston: 
Ginn and Company---_-------------- ee 1 Ss 1 * 

Kerouane, Mary Pieters, and KEo- 
HANE, Rosert E., Exploring Your 
Community, New York: Harcourt, 
Brace and Company--_-_------------- ae as 1 1 * 

Lapp, Joun A., and WEAVER, ROBERT 
B., The Citizen and His Government, 
New York: Silver Burdett Company_| -- ae 1 1 * 

Ruaa, Haroxtp, Changing Governments 
and Changing Cultures, Boston: Ginn 
and Company. =~ «2.25325 cccccsu ss sais = 1 1 * 

SoutHwortH, GERTRUDE VAN Duyn, 
and SouTHWORTH, JOHN VAN Duyn, 
American History, Syracuse:  Iro- 
quois Publishing Company, Inc. ----- asa 1 ae 1 

Tryon, Rotua M.; Linatey, CHARLES * 
R.; and MoreHovuse, Frances, The 
American Nation Yesterday and To- 
day, Boston: GinnandCompany_-_--| -- 1 = 1 * 

TURKINGTON, GRACE A., and CoNnLEY, 
Pui, Your Country and Mine, Bos- 
ton: Ginn and Company-.--_--------- a zs 1 1 * 

WILLIAMS, JOHN LINCOLN, and Howakrkp, 
PALMER PEcKHAM, Today’ 3 American 
Democracy, Philadelphia: J. B. Lip- 
pincott Company-..-..------------- as ae 1 1 * 

Youna, JEREMIAH §., and Barton, Ep- 
WARD M., Growing in Citizenship, New 
York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 


Youna, JEREMIAH S., and WRIGHT, 
ELizaBETH Youna, Unified American 
Government, New York: McGraw- 
Hill Book Company, Inc.___-____---- 1 ae a 1 


1 Inasmuch as several editions of many books in this list are used, no date of publication is given here. 
* Less than 1 per cent. 
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reported) is used as a text by less than 1 per cent of the schools. Large 
schools reported 18 per cent of these books, medium-size schools 31 per 
cent, and small schools 51 per cent. Each of seventeen books is being 
used as a text in only one high school in the state. 

There seems to be no significant relationship between size of the 
school and agreement on textbooks. Small schools were slightly more 
prone to select textbooks in use by very few other schools, but there is 
little more uniformity in the textbook choices of the large schools. 

Even among the 99 schools reporting the use of only a single text- 
book there is little agreement in choice of book. Forty-one of the schools 
are using one or another of the three books by Muzzey. Eight are using 
one or the other of the two books by Barker and Commanger. Eight 
more high schools are using the United States in the Making, by Canfield 
and Wilder, while another eight reported the Story of America, by 
Harlow. The choices of the remaining 34 schools are widely scattered 
among 14 other textbooks. 


CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS 


All of the students in California high schools receive instruction in 
American history and civics in the eleventh or twelfth grades or in both 
of these grades. All schools require study in this field for at least two 
semesters, and a third of the high schools require students to spend three 
or more semesters on these subjects. The practice of requiring a course 
of three or more semesters is found in about the same proportion of 
schools in each of the three size groups. One of the larger school systems, 
in its reply to the questionnaire, stated that although it now requires only 
two semesters of work in American history and civics, a committee is 
preparing a course of study for a three-semester program. California 
high schools appear to be earnestly striving to teach good citizenship 
through class instruction in American history and civics. 

This study shows conclusively that there is no consensus of opinion 
among the high schools of this state concerning the textbooks which 
should be used as a basis for instruction in American history and civies. 
Perhaps there should not be any uniformity in the selection of textbooks, 
but certainly the wide variation exhibited in this report deserves careful 
consideration. 

It has not been the purpose of the present study to evaluate the text- 
books. It is reasonable to suppose that some of the sixty-two books are 
better than others as a basis for instructing high school students in 
American history and civics. However, it is not safe to employ the num- 
ber of schools using a book as the sole criterion of its merits. Perhaps 
local conditions require such a great variation in fundamental textbooks. 


ST BNE ORE RA ATE IIR 
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Possibly the local teaching staff is the group best qualified to determine 
the merit of any textbook for a particular situation. In any case, a major 
implication of this report is that a thorough study of textbooks in the 
fields of American history and civics should be made with a view to deter- 
mining those books that are considered outstanding. 

It is quite possible that there would be other advantages in securing 
more uniformity in the use of textbooks. Would the State Department of 
Education and other agencies concerned with audio-visual aids to learn- 
ing be able to provide more practical and effective assistance if there were 
less variation in basic textbooks used in the high schools? Could local, 
regional, and state curriculum committees be of more aid in developing 
an excellent program of instruction in American history and civics if 
more uniform practices were adopted? There surely are valid reasons 
for believing that the local school should determine the instructional pro- 
gram for its area, but there are just as valid reasons for the conviction 
that, since California citizens are a highly mobile group and more alike 
than they are different from one another, a higher degree of uniformity 
in the program of instruction in citizenship might be advisable. Out- 
standing instructional programs should become the property of, and the 
inspiration for, all California high schools. 


GRAYSON N. KEFAUVER 


The indelible quality of greatness of any man is the measure of his 
devotion to his fellow men. Those men are indispensable who have first 
trained themselves to teach and then have devoted that teaching toward 
the betterment of all mankind. Their going constitutes a tragic human 
loss. In the death of Dr. Grayson Neikirk Kefauver on January 4, 1946, 
in Los Angeles, the world suffered such a loss. 

Dr. Kefauver was a leader in the movement to establish an inter- 
national agency of education. As chairman of the Liaison Committee for 
International Education in 1943, he had succeeded in interesting the 
Department of State in this project and was named educational con- 
sultant to that Department, later becoming assistant chief in the Division 
of Cultural Co-operation of the Department. He made his headquarters 
in London for long periods, enlisting the aid of foreign scholars in the 
project. Death suddenly ended his career on the eve of a mission to 
London where he was to serve as United States delegate on the Prepara- 
tory Commission of the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cul- 
tural Organization (UNESCO) with the rank of Minister. He was on 
leave at the time from the post of professor of education and dean of 
the School of Education at Stanford University which he had held since 
1933. 

In the late afternoon of January 3, the Center for International 
Understanding in Los Angeles had gathered an audience from every level 
of education and from many community organizations to hear Dr. 
Kefauver’s report on the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cul- 
tural Organization. On this occasion he exhibited the mental energy, 
the clear understanding, the power of analytical thinking, the educa- 
tional vision and human sympathy which had made him one of the 
world’s leaders in the emancipation of man from the slavery of ignorance 
and intolerance. 

With characteristic clarity of thinking, Dr. Kefauver described the 
plans for UNESCO, speaking first of its organization : a general confer- 
ence made up of five delegates from each Member State; an executive 
board of members elected from this conference; a secretariat and staff 
headed by a director chosen by that board; sections of the secretariat 
devoted to education, science, social sciences, humanities, and mass com- 
munication ; headquarters in Paris; annual meetings around the world. 
Next followed an outline of the objectives of UNESCO—the general, 
basic goals of establishing everywhere public sentiment which will pro- 


50 


LSS EL ATE SS RATT RL ETL ERR ESV RMR i ARMac al 


SEEPS ONLI SAO NB ae me A am see _ 
’ fee ne an eee no BN Ne ee os 


March, 1946) CALIFORNIA SCHOOLS 51 


vide the climate in which freedom, security, and peace can live, and of 
establishing effective relationships with nongovernmental groups. 
The projected plans for education, doubtless the core of Dr. 
Kefauver’s interest and labor, were then named and discussed with 
enthusiasm to fire the imagination of every listener. Among the projects 
which UNESCO is developing or considering are the following, named 
in the order presented by Dr. Kefauver : 
1. Finding the facts regarding the schools and libraries which have 
been destroyed, and stimulating their restoration 
2. Training teachers to fill a shortage which in Europe especially is 
critical beyond conception 
3. Setting up a technical commission to give consultant service for 
benefit of retarded children 
4. Founding a United Nations University for promotion of research 
and instruction on the highest graduate and research levels, includ- 
ing postdoctoral studies 
5. Organizing and administering summer study groups and exchange 
of students on all levels of learning where international educational 
experiences are needed 
6. Establishing experimental schools 
7. Development of short-wave broadcasting in the cultural fields. 


The formation of the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organization is a living tribute to the memory of Dr. Kefauver. 
His concept of peace through education is expressed in the formation of 
that organization. Others have dreamed of securing world peace through 
the understanding by the man on the street of the significance of the 
problems of peace to him individually. But Dr. Kefauver was the first to 
secure among the high contracting parties formulating peace treaties an 
agreement on the complete necessity of a free flow of information among 
the common people, the nonscholars, of all nations. 

In this last speech concerning UNESCO he lifted the minds of his 
hearers out of narrow, personal considerations and generated a high reso- 
lution to assume responsibility, regardless of personal inconvenience. 
He reaffirmed his faith in the power and health of public education. He 
gave to each one engaged in public education a great gift—renewed pro- 
fessional pride and determination. It is fitting that his final public 
utterances charged the living with the responsibilities of carrying on the 
concepts of UNESCO through the educational institutions of the world. 
California educators will not fail in that trust. 
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OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT 
OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
ROY E. SIMPSON, Superintendent 


DESIGNATION OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
AS STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCY FOR SURPLUS PROPERTY 


On January 21, 1946, Governor Earl Warren appointed the Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction to act as the State Educational Agency 
for Surplus Property. This appointment was the result of a request from 
federal authorities to Governor Warren that he designate or create such 
an agency. : 

The Surplus Property Administration of the federal government 
will make surplus property available to nonprofit institutions at reduced 
prices under SPA Regulation 14, designed to put into effect the policy 
expressed in Section 13 of the Surplus Property Act of 1944 ‘‘to channel 
surplus goods on the basis of need to nonprofit school systems, libraries, 
universities, research institutions, hospitals, medical or sanitational insti- 
tutions.’’ 

Two kinds of nonprofit institutions, education and public health, 
may buy surplus federal property at a discount 40 per cent below ‘‘fair 


* value.’’ ‘‘Fair value’’ is defined as the lowest price charged any other 


trade level for the same type of merchandise. Usually it is the price to 
wholesalers. 

The Federal Security Agency, which is the agency responsible for 
implementation of Regulation 14, has designated two of its constituent 
agencies, the U. S. Office of Education and the U. S. Office of Public 
Health, to act as representatives of educational and health instrumen- 
talities in their acquisition of surplus war property. 

The State Educational Agency for Surplus Property will co-operate 
with the U. S. Office of Education in receiving, screening, and approving 
applications, collecting estimates of need, and transmitting information 
about types and quantities of war surplus available, its price, condition, 
location, and so forth, to educational institutions. 

Senate Bill No. 85, introduced January 23, 1946 in the special session 
of the California Legislature at the request of Superintendent Simpson, 
was passed by the Senate and the Assembly and now awaits the Gover- 
nor’s signature. This bill empowers the State Department of Education 
to act as the state agency through which eligible educational institutions 
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may secure expeditious and equitable distribution of surplus federal 
property and makes an appropriation to the Department for the expenses 
of this activity. 

As soon as possible, available information regarding surplus mat- 
erials and equipment and the procedures specified for acquiring these 
will be sent to the chief administrative officers of school districts, to the 
heads of state educational institutions, and to the heads of private and 
parochial institutions. 


RETURN OF CHIEF, DIVISION OF HEALTH AND 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 


W. H. Orion returned from military leave to resume his work as 
Chief of the Division of Health and Physical Education on January 7, 
1946. Commander Orion’s most recent naval assignment was as Officer 
in Charge of all Special Activities for the Pacific Fleet and Pacific Ocean 
areas. 

During the past weeks he has been re-establishing relationships with 
school and public health authorities throughout the state. 


APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF OF DIVISION OF RECREATION 


The Superintendent of Public Instruction announced the appoint- 
ment of Verne S. Landreth as chief of the Division of Recreation in the 
State Department of Education effective February 1, 1946. The Division 
of Recreation was established by the State Board of Education on July 
6, 1945. Mr. Landreth has served as chief of the Division of Physical 
and Health Education during the last four years while Commander 
W. H. Orion has been on military leave with the U. S. Navy as Welfare 
and Recreation Officer of the Twelfth Naval District and more recently 
in the Pacific theatre with headquarters at Pearl Harbor. 

In establishing this position in the State Department of Education, 
the Superintendent is carrying forward the extended service program 
adopted recently by the State Board of Education, the major purpose of 
which is to give leadership to the promotion and development of com- 
munity recreation programs throughout the state. 

School and community recreation is properly an integral part of a 
comprehensive educational program. While the school districts do not 
usually assume the total responsibility for public recreation programs, 
they have much to offer in facilities, leadership, and funds to assist in the 
development of a unified recreation program in each community. In 
co-operation with other public authorities and private agencies, local 
recreation commissions may be established and programs organized. 
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Authority for this extended service on the part of the State Depart- 
ment of Education is found in Education Code Section 24411 which 
states, ‘‘The State Department of Education may advise and assist public 
school authorities, and upon request any public authority other than 
school districts, in establishing, developing, and maintaining a system or 
systems of recreation in accordance with this chapter.’’ 

School administrators, public officials, and representatives of civic 
and professional organizations interested in securing consultant services 
pertaining to community recreation should communicate with the chief 
of the Division of Recreation, 311 State Building, Los Angeles 12. 


APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATIVE ADVISER 


Mr. Elmer Laine was appointed Assistant Administrative Adviser, 
effective January 2, 1946. Mr. Laine is a graduate of the McGeorge Col- 
lege of Law and was admitted to the State Bar of California in 1933. 
He was engaged in the private practice of law from October, 1933, until 
October, 1942, when he enlisted in the United States Coast Guard. Dur- 
ing his service in the Coast Guard he rose to the rank of lieutenant (j. g.). 
He was released to inactive duty on December 11, 1945. 

Mr. Laine’s headquarters are in Room 518, State Library and Courts 
Building, Sacramento, with Alfred E. Lentz, Administrative Adviser. 


APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL SUPERVISOR, OCCUPATIONAL 
INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE 


William H. McCreary was appointed as a special supervisor in the 
field of vocational education, effective February 11, 1946. Mr. McCreary 
will give primary attention to assisting Dr. McDaniel in the development 
of programs of occupational information and guidance. He will also 
assist other members of the Commission for Vocational Education in the 
development of teaching materials, in conducting occupational surveys 
and research studies, and in preparing materials for publication in the 
field of vocational education. 

Mr. McCreary comes to this position from the Colorado State Col- 
lege of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts, where he served in the student 
personnel division. He has had broad experience in guidance and per- 
sonnel work. He is a former student of Stanford University, where he 
received the M.A. degree in the field of guidance. 
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DIVISION OF SECONDARY EDUCATION 


FRANK B, LINDSAY, Chief 
SECONDARY SCHOOL PRINCIPALS CONFERENCE 


The annual conference of secondary school principals announced 
for April 15, 16, 17, 1946, will be held in San Francisco with headquarters 
at the Whitcomb Hotel and meetings at the High School of Commerce 
and other points in or about the Civic Center. 

The Division of Secondary Education is preparing a program for the 
conference with the assistance of the Association of California Secondary 
School Principals and its constituent member organizations, the Cali- 
fornia Association of Adult Education Administrators and the California 
Junior College Federation. Other divisions of the State Department of 
Education are also co-operating to provide section meetings on signifi- 
cant topics. For this first reunion since 1943 the theme ‘‘A Design for 
Unity in Edueation’’ has been chosen. 

General sessions will be held on Monday morning, April 15, Tuesday 
afternoon, April 16, and Wednesday morning, April 17. Speakers for 
these sessions will include Superintendent of Public Instruction Roy E. 
Simpson, Frank N. Freeman, Dean of the School of Education, Univer- 
sity of California at Berkeley, and Frank Stafford, Chief of Health and 
Physical Education in the United States Office of Education. 

Section meetings will be held on Monday afternoon, April 15, and 
continued on Tuesday morning, April 16. Meetings dealing with the 
following subjects are being scheduled: Social studies; legislation and 
financial support of secondary education; problems of the small high 
school; problems of the junior high school; instruction by correspond- 
ence; problems of school business administration and of transportation ; 
physical education, recreation, and health; the forward view in the 
teaching of mathematics; veterans’ education; the problem student; 
activities of secondary school students; audio-visual aids in education ; 
public relations; post high school education (continuation education) ; 
guidance; adult education; junior college; teacher training. 
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DIVISION OF HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
W. H. ORION, Chief 


SCHOOL HEALTH INSTITUTES 


A series of institutes on school health problems will be held in Cali- 
fornia between March 18 and April 6, 1946, under the joint sponsorship 
of the State Departments of Public Health and Education. Featured 
program participants include Dr. Dorothy B. Nyswander, prominent 
psychologist and health educator who was the director of the Astoria 
School Health Study in New York City, and author of the book, Solving 
School Health Problems; Alberta Wilson, Assistant Director of the 
National Organization of Public Health Nursing, a leader in the field of 
school nursing; Dr. L. C. N. Wayland, Director of Health in the Santa 
Barbara Public Schools and President of the Western Section of the 
American School Health Association. Other program participants 
include Dr. Jessie Bierman, Dr. Dorothy Lottridge and Bernice Moss, 
members of the State Department of Public Health staff; Cecyl Nelson, 
W. H. Orion and Verne S. Landreth of the State Department of Educa- 
tion ; Dr. G. G. Wetherill, Director of Health Education in the San Diego 
Public Schools; and representatives of local school and public health 
departments. 

The meetings are being planned for public health and school admin- 
istrative and health personnel. Problems scheduled for discussion will be 
of particular interest to superintendents, principals, directors of cur- 
riculum, supervisors of instruction, school nurses, school physicians, and 
school health co-ordinators. School health problems, activities of mutual 
interest to health departments and schools, and ways of co-ordinating 
such activities will be stressed. 


The schedule of meetings follows: 

OAKLAND—March 18, 19, 20, at the Board of Education Auditorium, 1025 Second 
Avenue 

SACRAMENTO—March 21, 22, 23—place of meeting to be selected. 

FRrRESNo—March 25, 26, 27, at Fresno State College 

SANTA BARBARA—March 28, 29, 30, at the Recreation Center, 914 Santa Barbara 
Street 

San Dieco—April 1, 2, 3, at the San Diego County Schools Service Building, 1253 
University Avenue j 

San Bernargpino—April 4, 5, 6, at the Calvary Baptist Church, 19th and E Streets 


os ORCC: 
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BUREAU OF BUSINESS EDUCATION 
IRA W. KIBBY, Chief 


BUSINESS EDUCATION CONFERENCE 


The annual California Conference on business education sponsored 
by the Bureau of Business Education of the California State Department 
of Education and the California Business Educators’ Association will 
be held in Fresno on Saturday, April 13, 1946. Headquarters will be at 
the Hotel Californian. The general theme for this conference will be 
‘“What’s Ahead for Business Education in California?’’ 

At the morning session Roy E. Simpson, Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, will speak on the topic ‘‘We Move Forward.’’ Mr. Simp- 
son’s talk will be followed by an address by Van Beuren Stanbury of the 
staff of the State Reconstruction and Re-employment Commission, on 
‘‘Trends and Changes in California’s Employment Pattern.’’ A panel 
of business educators under the chairmanship of William R. Blackler, 
Assistant State Supervisor of Distributive Education, will discuss the 
implications of Mr. Stanbury’s data for business education. 

Dean Malloch of the Fresno Board of Education will speak at 
luncheon on the topic ‘‘ Balancing the Books of Education.’’ The after- 
noon session will be devoted to discussions and illustrations of teaching 
aids and devices in business education. 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE ON 
FEDERAL AID TO EDUCATION 


Of special interest to educators was that part of President Truman’s 
message on the state of the union, delivered January 21, 1946, which 
presented to the Congress his firm recommendation for legislation pro- 
viding federal aid to education. The President declared : 


Although the major responsibility for financing education rests with the states, 
some assistance has long been given by the federal government. Further assistance is 
desirable and essential. There are many areas and some whole states where good 
schools cannot be provided without imposing an undue local tax burden on the citizens. 
It is essential to provide adequate opportunities for large numbers of people beyond 
the secondary level. Accordingly, I repeat the proposal of last year’s Budget Message 
that the federal government provide financial aid to assist the states in assuring more 
nearly equal opportunities for a good education. The proposed federal grants for 
current educational expenditures should be made for the purpose of improving the 
educational system where improvement is most needed. They should not be used to 
replace existing non-federal expenditures, or even to restore merely the situation 
which existed before the war. 

In the future we expect incomes considerably higher than before the war. 
Higher incomes should make it possible for state and local governments and for indi- 
viduals to support higher and more nearly adequate expenditures for education. But 
inequality among the states will still remain, and federal help will still be needed. 

As a part of our total public works program, consideration should be given to 
the need for providing adequate buildings for schools and other educational institu- 
tions. In view of current arrears in the construction of educational facilities, I 
believe that legislation to authorize grants for educational facilities, to be matched by 
similar expenditures by state and local authorities, should receive the favorable 
consideration of the Congress. 

The federal government has not sought, and will not seek, to dominate education 
in the states. It should continue its historic role of leadership and advice and, for the 
purpose of equalizing educational opportunity, it should extend further financial 
support to the cause of education in areas where this is desirable. 


PERMANENT SCHOOL SAVINGS PROGRAM 


The Treasury Department has announced that United States Sav- 
ings Bonds and Stamps will remain on sale indefinitely and that the pay- 
roll savings plan will be continued in most of the industries and business 
firms of the nation. Parents and workers throughout the country have 
indicated in a nation-wide survey that they want to continue the habits of 
saving formed during the war, and to have their children understand 
and enjoy the advantages of regular saving. Teachers and school admin- 
istrators can convert their War Savings Program to a permanent School 
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Savings Program to promote better understanding of the personal and 
national reasons for continued saving and to provide the opportunity for 
students to save regularly at school through purchase of savings stamps. 


CONVENTION OF SCHOOL BUSINESS OFFICIALS 


The Nineteenth Annual Convention of the California Association of 
Public School Business Officials will be held March 13 to 16, 1946, at San 
Diego, with headquarters at the U. S. Grant Hotel. 


EDUCATIONAL POLICIES FOR HEALTH, PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION, AND RECREATION 


Karly in 1944, on authorization of the Educational Policies Com- 
mission, work was begun on the preparation of a document on health and 
physical fitness. This was a joint enterprise with the American Associa- 
tion for Health, Physical Education and Recreation. After passing 
through a series of careful revisions, the document was approved by the 
Commission at its meeting in Atlantic City in September, 1945, for 
publication under the title, Health and Physical Fitness for All Ameri- 
can Children and Youth. 

A six-point general program is recommended, followed by discus- 
sion of policies under twelve headings: In War or Peace; The Next Gen- 
eration ; Guidance, Education, Recreation ; The School Health Program ; 
The School Plant as a Health Factor; The School Health Examination ; 
The Health Examination Follow-up ; Health Instruction; Physical Edu- 
cation ; The Athletic Program ; Recreation ; Personnel ; The Challenge to 
Administration. 

Copies of this 16-page pamphlet may be obtained at ten cents each 
from the Educational Policies Commission, 1201 Sixteenth Street, N. W., 
Washington 6, D. C. 


P. T. A. STUDENT LOANS 


The California Congress of Parents and Teachers in 1930 adopted an 
honorary life membership plan as a means of supplying funds to be lent 
to worthy students who desire a higher education but whose parents are 
unable to finance such an education. 

A student may borrow as much as $100 a semester, without interest, 
the entire loan not to exceed $800. The scholastic standing, actual need 
of money, state of health, and worthiness of the student are carefully 
considered before the loan is granted. All applicants are given the same 
consideration, except that preference is given to students attending Cali- 
fornia schools. 
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The borrower is expected to begin repayment within the first year 
after he establishes an earning capacity. Repayments are to be made in 
full within a three-year period. 

Further information and application blanks can be obtained by writ- 
ing to the California Congress of Parents and Teachers, 308 Chamber 
of Commerce Building, Los Angeles 15, California. 


WAR EXPERIENCE AS CHALLENGE TO ‘SCHOOLS 


An improvement of American educational methods as a result of the 
lessons learned during the war is forecast in Public Affairs Pamphlet 
No. 112, We Can Have Better Schools, by Maxwell S. Stewart, published 
in January, 1946. The study, which is based on the findings of a round 
table of distinguished educators and on various educational documents, 
stresses the importance of better techniques in view of the large number 
of selective service rejections for educational deficiencies and the success 
of the special training projects of the Army and Navy. 

We Can Have Better Schools is one of the series of ten-cent pam- 
phlets issued by the Public Affairs Committee, Inc., a nonprofit educa- 
tional organization at 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20. 


CONSUMER EDUCATION IN THE CURRICULUM 


National organizations in several subject-matter fields have devel- 
oped a series of pamphlets for publication by the Consumer Education 
Study of the National Association of Secondary-School Principals which 
present co-operative reports and recommendations for teachers of sub- 
jects concerned with consumership. Titles of the pamphlets are as 
follows: 

Consumer Education and the Social Studies 

The Role of Mathematics in Consumer Education 

Consumer Education and Home Economics 

The Relation of Business Education to Consumer Education 

The Place of Science in the Education of the Consumer 


Single copies are free on request. Additional copies are priced at 
15 cents each. 


The Consumer Education Study is continuing the publication of its 
series of teaching-learning units for secondary school use. Unit No. 5, 
Economic Choices for America, will present an analysis of choices of 
policy facing America, organized around five prevailing schools of 
thought. Unit No. 6, Using Standards and Labels, which has been issued 
in 1945 in advance of No. 5, is a booklet of 132 pages containing a study 
of testing and rating agencies and of the issues centering around manda- 
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tory grade labeling, as well as a practical guide to the use of existing 
labels on consumer goods. These units, and nine others to follow, are 
priced at 25 cents a copy with discounts on quantity orders. They may 
be procured from the Consumer Education Study of the National Asso- 
ciation of Secondary-School Principals, 1201 Sixteenth Street, North- 
west, Washington 6, D. C. 


P| LAMBDA THETA AWARDS FOR RESEARCH 


Two awards of $400 each for significant research studies are 
announced by Pi Lambda Theta, national association for women in edu- 
cation. The awards will be made on or before August 15, 1946, from the 
Ella Victoria Dobbs Fellowship Fund. Unpublished studies may be 
submitted on any aspect of the professional problems and contributions 
of women, either in education or in some other field. Among others, 
studies of women’s status, professional training, responsibilities and 
contributions to education and to society, both in this country and abroad, 
will be acceptable. 

In 1945 three persons tied for the two awards and the Committee 
authorized three awards of $300 each. They were granted to M. Gladys 
Scott for ‘‘Survey of Vocational and Professional Plans and Interests of 
High School Girls and College Women’’; Josephine J. Williams for ‘‘ Lay 
Attitudes Toward Women Physicians’’; and Mary Lichliter for ‘‘Social 
Obligations and Restrictions Placed Upon Women Teachers.’’ 

Inquiries should be addressed to the chairman of the Committee on 
Studies and Awards, Bess Goodykoontz, U. S. Office of Education, 
_ Washington 25, D. C. 


EDUCATION FOR CULTURAL UNITY 


Education for Cultural Unity, Seventeenth Yearbook of the Cali- 
fornia Elementary Principals’ Association, is just off the press. The 
156-page book contains articles from national leaders in intergroup edu- 
cation. These articles are arranged under the following headings which 
indicate the scope of this publication : 

Part I, Introduction ; Part II, Members of Ethnic Groups Speak from 
Their Experience ; Part Ill, Intergroup Problems as Viewed by Students 
of Anthropology, Sociology, Economics, Psychology, and Religion ; Part 
IV, Some Issues in Intercultural Education; Part V, Techniques for 
Developing Intergroup Understanding, Co-operation, and Goodwill; 
Part VI, General Survey of the Literature and Teaching and Teaching 
Aids in the Field of Intercultural Education. 

Techniques for developing intergroup understanding are clearly 
explained. The basic facts about race can be taught to children of all 
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ages. Most of the materials are appropriate for high school classes inter- 
ested in community studies, minority problems, or international peace. 

Newspapers and periodicals are filled with evidence that diplomatic 
and military leaders representing the great world powers are unwilling to 
trust each other. Their primary interests are still centered in territory, 
markets, national sovereignty, and military power. 

Education must point the way to a world community through under- 
standing and common ideals. The human needs and aspirations of people 
everywhere are basically the same. The articles in Education for Cul- 
tural Unity emphasize California’s problems but they are at the same time 
the fundamental problems of survival in the atomic age which we began 
by producing the atomic bomb. 

Copies of the yearbook may be secured by writing to “iss Sarah L. 
Young, Parker School, Oakland 3, California. The pric? is $1.00 per 
copy, with 10 per cent discount on orders for 100 copies or more. 


FILM COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

The Film Council of America, consisting of delegates from the prin- 
cipal national organizations concerned with the production, distribution 
and use of informational and educational films, adopted a program of 
action for 1946 and elected officers at conferences held in Washington, 
D. C., January 15 and 16, 1946. The Film Council grew out of the 
National Advisory Film Committee of the Office of War Information 
which worked with Government agencies to co-ordinate and utilize film 
personnel and equipment in the field during World War II. 

Former associate chief of the Bureau of Motion Pictures of the OWI, 
C. R. Reagan, was elected president of the Council and will function from 
his office in Austin, Texas. Other officers are David E. Strom, National 
University Extension Association, first vice-president ; I. C. Boerlin, Edu- 
cational Film Library Association, second vice-president; Vernon G. 
Dameron, Department of Visual Instruction, National Education Asso- 
ciation, secretary ; and Merriman H. Holtz, Allied Non-Theatrical Film 
Association, treasurer. 

Other member associations are the American Library Association 
and Visual Equipment Manufacturers Council. Affiliation with the 
Film Council of America will be open to the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, National Council of Parents and Teachers, American 
Legion, labor and industry groups, and farm, youth and other national 
organizations concerned with films in the public interest. The Council 
will serve such groups with needed data for more effective use of non- 
theatrical films. 

During 1946, the Film Council will aid all local film groups in the 
formation of community meetings along the lines of the Washington . 
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Visual Workers of the District of Columbia. The Council will co-ordi- 
nate nation-wide efforts to achieve complete authentic documentation of 
the history of the production and use of motion pictures in World War 
II; and also will stimulate research and publication of findings in the 
necessary subject matter areas. 

Temporary headquarters of the Film Council of America will be at 
the office of the secretary, Vernon G. Dameron, Department of Visual 
Instruction, National Education Association, 1201 16th Street, N. W., 
Washington, D. C., and at the office of the president, C. R. Reagan, 12th 
at Lamarr, Austin, Texas. 


AVIATION EDUCATION SOURCE BOOK 


The United States Department of Commerce has announced the pub- 
lication in February, 1946, of Aviation Education Source Book, prepared 
by a group of teachers and writers under the leadership of Paul R. Hanna 
of the School of Education at Stanford University, with co-operation of 
the Civil Aeronautics Administration. 

This new source book is planned particularly for teachers, authors, 
and curriculum workers. It contains 1400 pages, 84 by 11 inches in size, 
with an annotated bibliography and more than a thousand photographs, 
maps, charts, and diagrams. Suggestions are presented for including 
pertinent aviation teaching materials in social studies, science, language 
arts, mathematics, music, and fine arts for students of all grades from 
one to nine. 

Orders may be placed with the publishers, Hastings House, New 
York 18. The price is $8 per copy, subject to school discount, plus 
22 cents postage. 


TEACHING TRAFFIC SAFETY 


Safer Highway Travel: 21 Teachers Report Classroom Activities is 
an illustrated 16-page bulletin which discusses the early history of roads 
and bridges in the United States, modern traffic hazards and problems 
caused by negligent motorists, observance of highway signs, travel in 
Mexico and Central America, and the like. It is the result of sponsorship 
by the National Commission on Safety Education, through its Subecom- 
mittee on Elementary Education, of an experimental program for the 
teaching of traffic safety through the social studies. The basic objective 
of the program was to discover effective educational ways of creating the 
feeling of individual responsibility on the part of young citizens for the 
prevention of traffic accidents. The experiments were carried on in 
grades four through eight, in large cities, small urban communities, and 
rural areas. 
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The bulletin may be ordered from the National Commission on Safety 
Education, National Education Association, 1201 Sixteenth Street, N.W., 
Washington 6, D.C. Copies are priced at 15 cents each, with discounts 
on quantity orders. 


TRAINING FILMS ON PLASTICS 


The release of a complete series of training films on plastics has been 
announced by the U. S. Office of Education. The new films, 10 in num- 
ber, are 16-mm. sound and are accompanied by 35-mm. silent filmstrips 
and teacher’s manuals. Filmstrips are obtainable for $1.00 each; the 
manuals are furnished without charge. 

Numbers, titles, running time, and prices of the new films are as 
follows : 


OE 466. Origin and Synthesis of Plastics Materials 16 min. $23.87 
OE 467. Methods of Processing Plastics Materials__ 21 min. 28.38 
OE 468. Preparing the Charge and Loading the Mold 11 min. 17.71 
OE 469. Molding a Simple Part 10 min. 17.07 
OE 470. Molding a Part With Inserts 10 min. 17.07 
OE 471. Semiautomatic and Hand Molding of Intricate Parts______ 16 min. 23.87 
OE 472. Setting Up the Press and Molding a Part 16 min. 23.87 
OE 473. Cleaning and Servicing the Press 12 min. 18.36 
OE 474. Finishing Molded Parts 14 min. 21.95 
OE 475. Machining Laminated Plastics 19 min. 27.10 


The films may be purchased from visual education dealers or direct 
from Castle Films, Ine., 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20, N. Y. 
Schools will receive a 10 per cent discount. 
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